care for our patients. We continually search for that newer and safer option, or that educational program which will make us better doctors. Many of you may be looking for an organization to fill these needs and support our interests as cosmetic surgeons. Today, as President of the Cosmetic Surgery Foundation (CSF), I offer you an end to this search.
Approximately one year ago, leaders in the cosmetic surgery community established the Cosmetic Surgery Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing the interests of cosmetic surgery and improving patient safety through innovative education and aggressive research. The CSF is the only foundation specifically geared toward advancing the science of cosmetic surgery. Our primary responsibility is patient safety. The CSF is in no way a political action group; instead, we channel our energy and efforts to advance the science of cosmetic surgery through groundbreaking education and proactive research. The CSF has taken an active role in securing the future practice of cosmetic surgery.
Some initiatives the Foundation have recently supported in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery (AACS) include the Richard C. Webster Residential Paper Contest and the Webster Lecture. The CSF is also lending financial support to AACS for a software program that tracks cosmetic surgery fellows and fellowship providers. In addition, the CSF is working with the National Patient Safety Foundation on a program that will address patient safety concerns within the practice of liposuction surgery.
As the Foundation continues to move forward, your assistance in building this organization is critical. This Foundation was created for you, the practitioner. By making a contribution to the CSF, whether through an outright cash donation or a pledge, you are expressing a commitment to quality education and, ultimately, improving patient safety. It has been exciting and rewarding to witness the progress we have made in such a short period of time, but more can be accomplished. With your support, additional funds will be made available and our goals can be reached. As President of the Cosmetic Surgery Foundation, a cosmetic surgeon, and member of numerous medical societies myself, I understand that your support is often pulled in several directions. However, while many of these organizations provide essential postgraduate education and training, no organization exists to provide research assistance and vital support exclusively to the cosmetic surgery community.
I urge you to consider making that contribution or pledge today. Any amount is appreciated. Only you will benefit from the results of this growing foundation.
Please keep in mind that all contributions are tax deductible and can be sent in the envelope included with this issue:
Cosmetic Surgery Foundation 737 North Michigan Avenue Suite 820 Chicago, IL 60611-6659 Additional information can be obtained from CSP's Director, Craig M. Sondalle, either by phone at 312-981-6765 or via e-mail at csondalle@ cosmeticsurgery.org.
